Jury acquits Graf
for park incident

By Julie Asrington ) PR .
,iu:\ea:rmgtnn@inrsymhews.com el T

A Forsyth County woman accused of torching her
house as part of an insurance scam has '1pparem1y
cleared one of many legal hurdles she faces.

A Forgyth County State Court jury on Wednesday -
acquitted Pamela Morrow Craf on one count ean.h of
driving 1mder the mfluence of aleokol
and drugs, driving under the influence
of dregs and reckless driving.

The ial began Tuesday.

Gral was arrested March 24 after a
park ranger and Forsyth County
Sheriff's deputy reported a “possible
impaired driver” at Central Park, The
mvestigating deputy amested Graf, who [

waken to jall without incident.

At the time, Graf was ont on bond on drug and first-
leyree arson charges in cennection with the' Jan. 18;
20009, blaze that destroyed her Lanier Drive home in
wrtheastarn Forsyth.

In Wednesday's case, attorney Parker McFarland said
i prosecution failed to meet its burden of proof heyond
:easonable deubt in his client’s driving charges.

Though antherities reportedly smelled alcchoI on Graf,
vicFartand said jurors on the ste-member panel told him
ificr the irial they believed she passed field sobriety tests
vlarch 24,

“There was a video tape in the case and that I think
wag o big factor because she wasn't slurrmg her speech
wnd she was standing upright and she wasn't unsteady on
1er feet,” he said,

“There was nothing unusuat ejther in her exit from the
rehicle or her waikmg, that sort of thing, and [ think
hase were big factors™

wicFarland noted that i a DUI case, the issue is not
vhether alcohol has been ingested, but whether the per-
on s impaired.

He said authorities suspecied dmg use because Graf’s
upils appeared constricted. However, she was stopped
(bout 3:45 p.m. and her eyes could’ve looked that way
recause of daylight, he said.

“Of course people’s pupils wili constrict in the daytime
mnd they"ll dilate at night tme so you can sée better” he
aid.

MeFariand said Graf was stopped when she was on her '
vay 1o the sheriffs north precinet, which is on the same
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